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Act on the Croatian Chamber of Architects and Civil Engineers

I   General Provisions
Article 1

(1)  This Act regulates the organisation structure, scope of activity, competence and membership in the Croatian Chamber of Architects and Civil Engineers (hereinafter: the Chamber)

(2)  Membership in the Chamber is obligatory for certificated civil engineers performing jobs in physical planning, designing, professional supervision and design supervision in conformity with specific regulations and in order to represent and harmonise their common interests, to protect the public interest as well as the interests of the third parties.

Article 2

(1)  According to this Act, an architect is a person holding a degree from the appropriate technical faculty in the Republic of Croatia, with the title of graduate architect. 

(2)  According to this Act, an engineer is a person holding a degree from the appropriate technical faculty in the Republic of Croatia, with the title of graduate civil engineer, graduate surveying engineer, graduate mechanical engineer and graduate electrical engineer. 

Article 3

(1)  The Chamber is an independent organisation aiming at preserving the reputation, honour and the rights of certificated architects and graduated civil engineers, seeing that the certificated architects and certificated engineers duly accomplish their tasks in conformity with the law. The Chamber promotes, represents and harmonises their common interests towards the state and other institutions in the country and abroad.

Article 4

(1)  The Chamber is a legal entity. 

(2)  The seat of the Chamber is in Zagreb.

(3)  The Chamber has its arms, logo, seal and stamps.

Article 5 

(1)  The Chamber is authorised to perform jobs for the public in conformity with this Act.

(2)  The documents issued by the Chamber are public documents.

I   The Chamber Organisation Structure

Article 6

Members of the Chamber shall exercise their rights and duties directly in the Chamber departments and indirectly through their elected representatives in the Assembly and by taking part in the organisational and professional activities, as regulated by the Chamber Articles of Association (hereinafter: the Articles)

CHAMBER BODIES    

Article 7

Bodies of the Chamber are the Assembly, the Board, the Supervisory Board, and the President.

Article 8

(1)  The Chamber Assembly shall consist of representatives elected by the Chamber departments.

(2)  The Assembly shall have a proportional representation of all the departments with an equal number from each department.

(3)  The Chamber Assembly shall meet at least once in a year, but the President can convene a meeting at any time if he deems it necessary, in order to solve various issues if this has been requested in writing by the board, a department of the Chamber, or at least a quarter of the total membership of the Chamber. If this is the case, the President is obliged to convene the meeting of the Assembly not later than twenty – one days after the request, enclosing a draft agenda.

(4)  The Chamber Assembly has a quorum and can make valid decisions only if the majority of its members are present. 

Article 9

(1)  The Chamber Assembly shall:

· decide on the Articles and other general documents regulated by this Act and the Articles,

· decide on the basic guidelines for its operation,

· decide on the annual budget and adopt the annual financial statement,

· decide on the registration and membership fees,

· call for elections and appoint and dismiss officials in conformity with the Articles,

· decide on the Rules of Procedure of the Assembly,

· accept the Code of Conduct for certificated architects and engineers (hereinafter: Code of Conduct),

· answer all questions directed to it by the Board,

· perform other jobs as regulated by this Act and Articles

(2)  The Assembly shall decide on the registration and membership fees following the approval by the Ministry of Physical Planning, Building and Housing.

Article 10

(1)  The Board shall consist of three members from each department, together with the department heads and their deputies.

(2)  The department heads and their deputies are Board members ex officio.
(3)  The President of the Chamber can call the Board meeting at any time. If the Supervisory Board, a department head or at least a quarter of all members of the Board request a meeting in writing, stating the issues to be discussed, the President is obliged to call the Board meeting not later than fifteen days after the request has been made.

Article 11

The Chamber Board shall:

· implement the Assembly decisions, 

· prepare the drafts of the Articles and other documents to be adopted by the Assembly,

· propose decisions, conclusions and stances on various issues to be discussed by the Assembly,

· determine and harmonise the interests of its members,

· deal with issues which are not within the legal competence of other bodies,

· perform other jobs as regulated by the Articles.

Article 12

(1)  The Supervisory Board shall consist of the President and two members elected by the Assembly.

(2)  Members of the Supervisory Board cannot be members of either the Assembly or the Board

Article 13

(1)  The Supervisory Board shall:

· supervise the implementation of the Articles and other Chamber documents, including the rights and obligations Chamber members,

· supervise the Chamber financial operations and material transactions, as well as the management of the Chamber funds,

· supervise the work of the Chamber administrative and professional service in conformity with the Articles and other documents.

Article 14

(1)  The President of the Chamber shall be elected from the Assembly members.

(2)  The president of the Chamber shall act on behalf of the Chamber, manage and supervise its performance, convene and chair sessions of the Assembly and of the Board, shall implement the decisions taken by the Chamber bodies, shall be responsible that the work of the Chamber is performed in conformity with the law, and is entitled to attend all department meetings without the right to vote.

DEPARTMENTS

Article 15

(1)  Departments are a form of professional association and organisation with the objective to improve on the work of the Chamber members.

(2)  Each member of the Chamber is at the same time member of a department

Article 16

The departments are:

1  Department of Architecture,

2  Department of Civil Engineering,

3  Department of Surveying,

4  Department of Mechanical Engineering,

5  Department of Electrical Engineering.

Article 17 

(1)  Department officials are the head of department and the department board.

(2)  If necessary, the department can have several boards.

(3)  Department activities shall not in any way cause damage to other members of the Board.

Article 18

(1)  Department heads and their deputies shall be elected at the department sessions among the department members.

(2)  The head and the deputy shall prepare and convene sessions, manage the activities of the department and shall act on its behalf in other bodies of the Chamber.

(3)  Exceptionally, the head of department can act on behalf of the Chamber on issues concerning the activity of the department, following the authorisation by the Chamber President.

Article 19

(1)  The administrative and professional service of the Chamber shall perform administrative, professional, auxiliary and other jobs for the Chamber.

(2)  The activities of the Administrative and professional service of the Chamber are regulated by Regulations laid down by the Board.

III   Chamber Documents
ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION

Article 20

(1)  The articles shall specifically regulate:

· the Chamber organisation structure,

· forms of association of certificated architects and certificated engineers, in one or several local administrative units,

· the registration procedure into the Chamber registers and lists,

· entries into registers and lists,

· the professional tasks and specialisation of certificated architects and certificated engineers,

· the disciplinary procedure in order to determine possible violation of duties and its impact on the members' reputation

· the bodies to initiate and conduct the disciplinary procedure,

· the organisation of the Administrative and professional service of the Chamber,

· other issues concerning its members.

(2)  The Chamber Assembly shall pass the Articles following the authorisation of the Ministry of Physical Planning, Building and Housing** (hereinafter: the Ministry).

(3)  The Articles shall be published in the «Official Gazette»

CODE OF CONDUCT

Article 21

(1)  The Code of conduct shall regulate the principles and regulations binding for the Chamber members in their work.

(2)  The Code of conduct shall be passed by the Chamber Assembly following the opinion of the Ministry.

(3)  Exceptionally, departments can pass additional regulations within their scope of activity; these regulations shall be binding for the department members but shall not contravene the Chamber Code of conduct.

(4)  The Code of conduct shall be published in the «Office Gazette».

** Since February 2000: Ministry of Environmental Protection and Physical Planning          

TARIFFS FOR SERVICES
Article 22 

(1)  The Chamber Assembly shall decide on tariffs and shall pass the Regulations on tariffs for their services, following the opinion of each department and the approval of Ministry.

(2)  The regulations from Paragraph 1 from this Article are published in the «Office Gazette».

IV   Registration in the Chamber Register 
REGISTERS AND LISTS

Article 23

(1)  The Chamber shall keep the Register of certificated architects and separate registers of certificated engineers, specifying their specialisation, scope of activity and the manner of performing the jobs, as well as the List of design companies.

(2)  The Chamber keeps a record of disciplinary procedures related to the members no longer in the Register and other records, as regulated by the Articles.

(3)  The Register, the List and the records from Paragraph 1 and 2 of this Article are public documents. Extracts from the Chamber Register, Lists and records, as well as all certificates issued on the basis of this data are public documents.

PROFESSIONAL TITLE

Article 24

(1)  The right to use the professional title of «certificated architect» and «certificated engineer» is acquired by entering the Register of certificated architects and the Register of certificated engineers.

(2)  The decision on entering the registers from Paragraph 1 of this Article is the responsibility of the relevant Chamber body in accordance with the Articles.

Article 25

(1)  A certificated architect or a certificated engineer can perform those jobs for which he has been qualified or for which he has been trained in service.

(2)  The specialisation of a certificated architect or certificated engineer is regulated by professional tasks.

(3)  The professional tasks required for each specialisation of a certificated architect or certificated engineer are regulated by the Articles.

REQUIREMENTS TO ENTER THE REGISTER

Article 26

(1)  Certificated architects and certificated engineers acquire membership in the Chamber by entering the Register of certificated architects or certificated engineer.

(2)  Persons entitled to enter the Register of certificated architects or certificated engineers shall meet the following requirements:

1. Croatian citizenship,

2. competence for the job,

3. physical fitness for the job,

4. a degree from the appropriate technical faculty of the Republic of Croatia with the title of graduate engineer (in architecture, civil engineering, surveying, mechanical engineering or electrical engineering),

5. at least three years of working experience after graduation, under the supervision   of a certificated architect or certificated engineer
6. the certification examination for jobs in the construction sector, or any other relevant certification examination,
7. that there are no court proceedings against the candidate,
8. that the candidate is worthy of performing jobs in the architecture and civil engineering sector,
9. that the candidate does not perform jobs that are incompatible with the profession.
(3)  If the candidate applying to enter the Register has graduated from a foreign university or a relevant foreign institution, he is deemed to have met requirements from Paragraph 2, line 4 of this Article with the obligation to validate his certificate in compliance with national regulations.

(4)  The entry into the Register of certificated architects or certificated engineers can be granted to architects or engineers who are foreign subjects not meeting the requirements from Paragraph 1 of this Article when such candidates are members of the Chamber of architects or engineers in their country under the conditions of reciprocity.

(5)  Exceptionally, the entry into the Register of certificated architects or certificated engineers can be granted to persons not meeting the requirements from Paragraph 2, line 4 of this Article, if they have at least ten years of working experience in the profession on jobs from Article 1 Paragraph 2 of this Act, and if they have specially excelled in their work.

(6)  The terms and conditions to enter the Register of certificated architects or certificated engineers for persons from Paragraph 5 of this Article are brought by the Chamber body in accordance with these Articles. 

UNWORTHINESS FOR PERFORMING JOBS

Article 27

A person is deemed unworthy of performing jobs in the architecture or civil engineering sector if sentenced for crime against the Republic of Croatia, for crime against his profession, a crime committed for gain, which, according to the Code of conduct, qualifies him as morally unworthy to perform jobs in the architecture and civil engineering sector.

REJECTION OF REGESTRATION APPLICATION

Article 28

(1)  A registration application shall be rejected if the applicant to the Register does not meet the requirements from Article 26, Paragraphs 2, 3 and 5 of this Act.

(2)  In case the registration application is rejected due to reasons arising from Article 26, Paragraph 2, lines 8 and 9 of this Act, a new registration application can be submitted not earlier than two years after the first rejection has become valid.

SUSPENSION OF MEMBERSHIP IN THE CHAMBER

Article 29

(1)  A certificated architect or a certificated engineer shall have his membership suspended in case:

1.   he is detained pending trial,

2.   he has been elected or appointed to a paid public office,

3,   he has joined government administration or local government.

(2)  The decision on membership suspension shall be taken by the Chamber body as regulated by the Articles 

(3)  During suspension, all other rights and obligations deriving from the membership in the Chamber shall be suspended,

(4)  Following the termination of the suspension, the certificated architect or a certificated engineer shall acquire the rights deriving from membership in the Chamber 

TERMINATION OF MEMBERSHIP

Article 30 

Membership in the Chamber and the right to perform jobs falling under the competence of a certificated architect or a certificated engineer shall be terminated by deleting the person's name from the Register in case:

1. of termination of Croatian citizenship,

2. his/her competence for the job is fully or partially restricted,

3. he/she becomes physically unfit for the job

4. he/she has been suspended for safety reasons,

5. he/she has been suspended for disciplinary reasons,

6. he/she submits an application to terminate membership in the Chamber, 

7. he/she has stopped performing jobs for over six months for no valid reason,

8. of prison sentence over six months,

9. he/she performs jobs incompatible with the profession.

Article 31

(1)  Pursuant to Article 30 of this Act, a certificated architect or a certificated engineer shall terminate his professional activity in case:

1. of termination of Croatian citizenship from the day it becomes legally valid,

2. of fully or partially losing the right to perform jobs falling under his competence, from the day it becomes legally valid,

3. of suspension for safety reasons, from the day it becomes legally valid,

4. of suspensions for disciplinary reasons, from the day it becomes legally valid,

5. he has been sentenced to over six months imprisonment, from the day it becomes legally valid,

(2)  In all other cases, a certificated architect or a certificated engineer shall be suspended from performing the professional activities from the day he has received such a decision from the Chamber body as defined by this Articles. 

RE-ENTRY IN THE REGISTER

Article 32

(1)  The person whose membership has been suspended shall not re-entry the Register in case: 

1. he has been suspended for safety reasons before the termination or the expiration of the suspension,

2. he has been suspended disciplinary reasons before the expiration of the suspension period,

3. he declares in writing that he no longer wants to be engaged in his profession, or if he has not been engaged in his profession for over six months for no valid reason, within six months from the day such a decision was made.

(2)  In all other cases, a certificated architect or a certificated engineer whose membership in the Chamber has been suspended or who has been suspended from performing jobs falling under the competence of a certificated architect or a certificated engineer may apply for re-entry in the Chamber Register when the reasons causing his suspension no longer exist.

NOTIFICATION TO THE CHAMBER ON LEGAL ACTION

Article 33

A law court or any other state body is obliged to notify the Chamber about starting an offence procedure or criminal proceedings against a certificated architect or a certificated engineer, about his being detained pending trial, about his being sentenced, and about the termination of the legal action against the certificated architect or the certificated engineers.

APPEAL

Article 34

An appeal against the Chamber decision on membership, its suspension or termination is not accepted but an administrative procedure can be started.

V   Liability Insurance

Article 35

(1)  A certificated architect or a certificated engineer is required to take insurance against liability for damages which he might cause to third parties while performing his job. The liability insurance contract for certificated architects or certificated engineers employed in legal entities or for certificated architects or certificated engineers, members of design companies, as well as for architects and engineers employed in such companies is signed by the legal entity or the company, respectively.

(2)  The insurance provision may specify the amount of damage compensation to be paid directly by the certificated architect or certificated engineer.

(3)  In case the provision of the insurance contract have been amended, the certificated architect or the certificated engineer is obliged to comply with the amended provisions immediately after receiving notification from the Chamber.

(4)  A certificated architect or a certificated engineer is obliged to duly renew his liability insurance contract.

(5)  The Chamber can handle liability insurance for all certificated architects and certificated engineers in the Republic of Croatia. In that case the certificated architects and certificated engineers are obliged to compensate the Chamber for the liability insurance expenses. 

(6)  The violation of the liability insurance obligations or omission to compensate the Chamber for this service is a serious offence.

(7)  The insurance company shall sign the liability insurance contract with the certificated architect or the certificated engineer or the Chamber, stating the liability insurance conditions.

(8)  The liability insurance conditions are regulated by the insurance companies in the Republic of Croatia, in co-ordination with the ministry and the Chamber. The insurance companies shall appoint the insurance company to represent them for the coming year. In case the insurance companies do not appoint the representative before the end of October of the current year, the representative shall be appointed by the Ministry. The Ministry document is not an administrative act.

(9)  In case an agreement from paragraph 8 of this Article has not been reached within 30 days from the day the request has been submitted by any party to the other two parties, the matter shall be decided by the Permanent arbitration committee at the Croatian Chamber of Commerce. The ruling of this committee, stating the liability insurance conditions for the coming year is binding for all the parties, the insurance companies, the Ministry, the Chamber, the certificated architects, the certificated engineers as well as for the legal entities and the design companies.

(10)  The certificated architect or the certificated engineer is deemed to have signed the liability insurance contract the moment he has applied for it, regardless of the fact whether an agreement arising from Paragraph 8 of this Article has been reached.

(11)  In case a certificated architect or a certificated engineer has caused damage to a third party intentionally or due to gross negliance, the insurance company who has compensated the third party for the damage is entitled to compensation for the amount paid, by the certificated architect or the certificated engineer or by the legal entity or the design company.

VI   Financing
The Chamber funds is funded through:

-  registration fees,

-  membership fees and other contributions from its members,

-  service charges,

-  donations, and

-  other income sources in conformity with the law.

Article 37

Certificated architect and certificated engineers are obliged to duly pay their membership fees and meet their obligations to the Chamber. 

VII   Disciplinary Responsibility
DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS

Article 38

(1)  Certificated architects or certificated engineers are responsible to disciplinary bodies of the Chamber for minor and grave violation of the duties and for compromising reputation of architects and engineers. 

(2)  Activities improper for the profession, infringement of the principles and regulations defined by the Code of conduct with grave consequences considering the importance of the endangered goods, the nature of the offence, the amount of the damage and other consequences regarding the conditions in which the activity has been committed or omitted, are considered to be grave violation.

(3)  A minor violation of the duties, affecting the reputation of architects or engineers, or a violation of the Code of conduct is considered as a minor offence.

(4)  The Articles shall define in more detail the grave violation of the duties and compromising of reputation of architects and engineers and infringement of the Code of conduct.

DISCIPLINARY MEASURES

Article 39

         
(1)  The following measures can be pronounced to certificated architects and certificated engineers for a grave violation of duties:

-  reprimand,

-  fine,

-  suspension from the profession, lasting from five months to five years.

(2)  A certificated architect or a certificated engineer can receive a warning and a fine for minor violations of the duties and compromising reputation of their profession.

(3)  The suspension from the profession of a certificated architect or a certificated engineer is done by temporarily deleting their names from the Chamber Register.

Article 40

(1)  The fine from Article 39, Paragraphs 1 and 2 of this Act can be in range of 5,000 to 15,000 kunas.

(2)  The Articles shall specify in more detail the fines for minor and grave violation of the duties and for compromising reputation of architects and engineers, as well as their allocation. The amount is paid into the account of Chamber.

DISCIPLINARY PROCEEDINGS

Article 41 

A disciplinary action is undertaken by the disciplinary body as regulated by the Articles, as part of its line of duty, or when proposed of the Minister of Physical Planning, Building and Housing.

APPEAL

Article 42 

(1)  Certificated architects and certificated engineers as well as the Minister of Physical Planning, Building and Housing are entitled to appeal in the disciplinary procedure concerning grave violations of the duties and for compromising the reputation of certificated architects and certificated engineers.

(2)  The appeal is submitted to the Chamber body of second instance ass regulated by the Articles.

IMPLEMENTATION OF THIS ACT

Article 43

Unless otherwise stipulated by the Articles or another general document of the Chamber passed in conformity with this Act and Articles, the provision of the penal code shall be applied in the disciplinary procedure against a certificated architect or a certificated engineer.

DISTRAINT

Article 44

A valid ruling of the Chamber disciplinary body pronouncing a fine is a distraint document, and the Chamber is authorised to levy a distress.

ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURE

Article 45 

An administrative procedure can be started at the Administrative Court of the Republic of Croatian the appeal procedure against the ruling pronounced by the Chamber disciplinary body of second instance.

EXPIRY BY LIMITATION

Article 46

(1)  The proceedings for grave violations of duties and for compromising the reputation of certificated architects and certificated engineers expire by limitation after two years, and those for minor violations after six months from the day the violation has been committed.

(2)  The disciplinary action of distraint shall expire by limitation six months after the ruling has been given or after the delay time has expired.

VIII   Supervision over the Chamber Operations

Article 47

(1)  The Ministry shall supervise and monitor the Chamber activities and is entitled to receive the relevant reports and data.

(2)  The Chamber is obliged to submit to the Ministry the reports and data from Paragraph 1 of this Article not later than 30 days, or notify the Ministry in the same period on the reasons why it cannot submit the required documents.

IX   Penalty Provisions

Article 48

A certificated architect or a certificated engineer shall be fined with an amount ranging from 10,000 to 15,000 kunas for using the professional title of certificated architect or a certificated engineer in a sense contrary to this Act.

X   Transitional and Concluding Provisions
Article 49

Certificates on the certification examination for performing jobs in building and construction and other related certificates, acquired in the former Yugoslavia before October 8, 1991, shall be equal to those acquired in the Republic of Croatia.

Article 50

The persons who met the requirements to hold the title of design engineer, project leader, supervisory engineer, and certificated auditor in conformity with the regulations valid before this Act, are entitled to enter the Chamber Register if they submit an application to enter the Register of certificated architects or the Register of certificated engineers not later than eighteen months from the day this Act has become valid. 

Article 51

(1)  The Minister of Physical Planning, Building and Housing shall appoint a preparatory and a temporary committee for the registration of architects and engineers in the Register of certificated architects and the Register of certificated engineers.

(2)  The Founding committee from Paragraph 1 of this Article shall convene the first conference of the Chamber.

Article 52

This Act shall come into force on the eight day from the date it was published in the «Official Gazette», and the provision from Article 35 of this Act shall be enforced from January 1, 2000.

Class: 360-01/97-01/01

Zagreb, March 20, 1998

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE CROATIAN NATIONAL SABOR

President of the House of Representatives of the Croatian National Sabor 

(signed) Vlatko Pavletić, Member of the Croatian Academy

(Published in the Official Gazette No 47 of April 3, 1998)                                   
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